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Introduction

Environmental rules and regulations affect every 

business in the United States, and trying to keep 

up with them is a real challenge. You need to be 

aware of, and comply with, applicable regulations 

for air, water, waste, chemicals, and more, on the 

federal, state, and even local level.

This publication will help you understand which 

regulations apply to your business and which 

regulating agencies have jurisdiction over specific 

environmental programs. Each chapter points you to the federal regulations 

that affect most industries and focuses on the permits, written plans, inspection 

requirements, reporting, and training for each program.

GETTING STARTED — DETERMINE WHICH PROGRAMS APPLY TO YOU

The regulated business community must comply with all applicable federal and 

state laws. Large industrial sectors will have to meet requirements for multiple 

regulations across all regulatory programs (air, water, waste, chemicals, etc.), 

while small businesses may only need to comply with the requirements of one 

or two regulatory programs. Understanding which laws apply to your operations 

can save you in time, money, and aggravation.

    Determine which environmental programs apply to you. Take stock of the 

areas where your activities and emissions intersect with the environment. 

Inventory your processes and activities that affect the air, water, land, and 

community. Begin by checking federal regulations, and then check to see if 

your state has authority over that program. For example, if you are managing 

a process waste, you’ll need to understand the federal regulations that apply 

to that waste, along with any state regulations that may be more stringent.  

   Determine if you need permits. Many environmental programs require 

permits. The Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, and Resource Conservation 

and Recovery Act all require facilities to obtain permits for certain activities. 

Most often, states issue these permits. The permit will list your emission and 

storage limits, monitoring, inspecting, and reporting requirements, and the 

consequences for noncompliance.

   Determine if you need written plans. Some programs, such as the federal 

Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasures rule, require you to create and 

maintain written plans outlining how you will protect the environment from 

releases and what you will do in the case of an emergency.

Start a free trial of J. J. Keller® Compliance Library and get full access  

to the Environmental Compliance for the Workplace Manual today.
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